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To: IARU Region 1 Member Societies 

Ref.: Application to recognize Morse Code as an intangible heritage by UNESCO 

Dear Sir, dear Madam !

In November 2012 the President of  IARU Region 1 recommended that you apply to UNESCO to have Morse Code recognized as an intangible heritage, this having been recommended during the 

last regional conference. Detailed application forms were provided by the Region 1 President.


We, the senders of this e-mail in Germany represent a group of former radio officers of the merchant marine and we are also licensed radio amateurs. We have been pursuing recognition of  Morse Code by UNESCO for quite some time now, even before the Region 1 conference in 2011 expressed the same intention. So we are pleased the amateur radio community is pursuing the same goals. 

Our group recently filed the same application documentation, which was distributed by your Region 1 President. We are convinced of the usefulness of these documents, since our group is the originator of them and our group also made them available for distribution via DARC to IARU. The document describes the importance Morse Code once had for many years in the world of communication, and as such it was and in a limited form still is an intangible heritage in all countries of the world. We are looking for your support and would like to know if you are in the process of having Morse Code declared a cultural heritage by UNESCO. Any support from any country will be helpful.


We require a simple answer to the following questions:

1. Has your society already taken steps to file an application to your national 
UNESCO committee?       YES       NO

2. Does your society intend to get involved in an application to your national 

UNESCO committee?       YES       NO 

 (simply delete the invalid answers and return the whole message to the sender)

 The Amateur Radio Service is the last service still using  Morse Code communication, but for various reasons the overall usage of CW mode is declining there as well. Radio amateurs should support any endeavors to have Morse Code recognized and put on the official „Representative List of the Cultural Heritage of Humanity“. We  invite you to act accordingly. 

For the above mentioned interest group 
With best 73
 

Jürgen Gerpott 

Homepage and information of IKM:  http://www.doese-apprt.de/mmqtc/unesco/index.php
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