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A.
State(s) Party(ies)



For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.





B.
Name of the element



B.1.
Name of the element in English or French

This is the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters



Activities to collect information on the skill to telegraph in Morse code and the applications thereof.

B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable

This is the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).

Not to exceed 200 characters





B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.



Radio Amateurs nowadays speak of "CW", which is an abbreviation for “continuous wave” or “code work". Since the introduction of Morse code to radio, also the abbreviation “WT” for wireless telegraphy was used

C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned



Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element. 

Not to exceed 150 words



The proposal is relevant in all countries of the world. It is part of all countries history and culture. After the discovery of wireless propagation of electromagnetic waves communication by this new medium was only possible with Morse code. 

Communication using Morse code was used for example:

   -  by post and telecommunication services
   -  by railway services
   -  by maritime service
   -  by different police services
   -  by military services
   -  by remote weather observation stations, in stations for scientific purposes
      and during expeditions
   -  by amateur radio services
   -  by recreational activities for example girls and boys scouts

Therefore in almost any country there will be several relevant bodies which have used
Morse code applications at some point. Only after general recognition by UNESCO  
will national UNESCO committees in different countries be in a position to  approach their relevant national bodies for action.  




D.
Geographical location and range of the element



Provide information on the distribution of the element, indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. If related elements are practised in neighbouring areas, please so indicate.

Not to exceed 150 words



The proposed activity has relevance in all countries. By inclusion of Morse code in the “Representative List” many countries could be encouraged to pay more attention to this cultural heritage.

E.
Contact person for correspondence



Provide the name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning the nomination. If an e-mail address cannot be provided, indicate a fax number. 

For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination, and for one person in each State Party involved.



Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Family name:

Given name:

Institution/position:

Address:

Telephone number:

Fax number:

E-mail address:

Other relevant information:



1.
Identification and definition of the element



For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.



Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

  √     oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

  √      performing arts

          social practices, rituals and festive events

          knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 √      traditional craftsmanship

          other(s) ()

This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine: 

a.
that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b.
‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’; 

c.

that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’; 

d.
that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and 

e.
that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.



(i)
Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not to exceed 250 words



Morse code was used for about 170 years on a large scale as a manually executed kind of communication. New modern communication techniques of today, have made communication using Morse code superfluous. Consequently the number of people who are able to communicate using Morse code is decreasing rapidly. Morse code was used in  more countries on earth than any spoken language. Morse code has an advantage over the spoken word in that it does not have to concern itself with pronunciation. This made it possible to communicate between different nations, regardless of language.

It is therefore important for future generations to know of this kind of communication. Morse code will soon disappear totally from our daily lives. Therefore people would not be able to understand the historic significance of  events in which Morse code played a decisive role, for example the sinking of the Titanic in 1912.

The termination of Morse code applications can not be stopped and there is actually no need to keep it alive. Therefore safeguarding efforts regarding documentation in all countries are highly recommended.

Communicating via manually performed Morse code was (and is) only possible by specially trained people. The Morse code “language”, spoken merely by fingers with a Morse key is in conformity with the given  definition of  “intangible cultural heritage” in domains (a) and (e) of Article 2 of the Convention.

(ii)
Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not to exceed 250 words



Some few veterans, who have served as radio operators using hand Morse keys in the first part of the last century, are still alive. During this time Morse code was abandoned for aircraft and railway communication. However until the end of last century Morse code was still in use on maritime communications. After 1999 the requirement for using Morse code in maritime operation was abandoned by ITU. Therefore the number of people with those professional skills in reading and transmitting Morse code is decreasing. One hundred years ago Morse code was the first and only possibility for wireless communication in the Amateur Radio Service. Until a few years ago, in most of the countries on earth radio amateurs had to take a test on their skills with the Morse key and with decoding Morse code using their ears only, when applying for an Amateur Radio license including international radio operation on short wave. Those needed Morse skills were lower than those of professional telegraphists. But still in some countries even today it is necessary to demonstrate abilities in Morse code. The Usage of Morse code in Amateur Radio Service is decreasing slowly, but there will always be a number of people being active using this mode and are able to judge on the historical and cultural relevance of this wireless telegraphy mode. 





(iii)
How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today? 

Not to exceed 250 words



The proposed activity to safeguard the information about manually executing Morse code aims at the collection of data which represent the different Morse code applications. Telegrapher and radio operator professions have already disappeared. Already today too little attention is given to this cultural heritage. The former telegraphers and radio operators were specialists within their professional world. Although each country had such Morse Code operators the absolute number was very small compared to other professions. Those telegraphers who transmitted Morse code by electrical cable are not with us anymore. Most professional radio operators  having used Morse code have already retired. In 1999 the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) discontinued Morse code within the maritime mobile radio service. This radio service was the first and the last one to apply Morse code on a professional basis. Nowadays even ships do not have to be equipped with Morse code telegraph installations and radio operators do not need to pass Morse code examinations any more. This development means the documentation of these communication systems will disappear. Industry, trade and administrations do not show any interest in safeguarding the special but outdated documents of Morse code applications since they are of no economical value to them. Morse code will still be applied for a while by the radio amateurs on a small scale, but can’t be compared to former professional applications.

(iv)
What social and cultural functions and meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not to exceed 250 words



Morse code plays a role in the history of every country. Nowadays almost only radio amateurs practice Morse code on a world wide scale.

(v)
Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not to exceed 250 words



No, in contrary:  The Morse code  “SOS” for example still is known and used in many parts of life as the synonym for distress situation.

2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue



For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’.



(i)
How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not to exceed 150 words



In almost all countries of the world amateur radio clubs exist, in general being members of the “International Amateur Radio Union”. In many seafaring countries associations of former maritime radio operators exist. From military services often specialized traditional unions keep up the history of early telecommunication procedures. An inscription of Morse code in the Representative List would assist  such efforts.

(ii)
How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not to exceed 150 words



The heritage about Morse code knowledge as well as relics steadily disappear. By this situation interested groups or individuals are forced to cooperate. Therefore one should envisage (after inscription) to have an Ad Hoc Expert Group set up by UNESCO which could make recommendations to initiate safeguarding programs. It is likely not only States Parties  would volunteer to participate but also specialized international organizations as for example the “International Telecommunication Union”, “International Civil Aviation Organization”, “International Amateur Radio Union”.

(iii)
How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not to exceed 150 words



Since Morse operation was used on a worldwide basis for international communication, all countries know from own experience about it`s historical value. The addition of Morse code to the Representative List will facilitate the adoption of safeguarding measures proposed by institutions.

3.
Safeguarding measures



For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.



3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element



(i)
How is the viability of the element being ensured by the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words



Viability of the skill to communicate in Morse code is not, can not, and need not be ensured. At present there are still some very few official Morse code applications and on a voluntary basis radio amateurs use Morse code.

Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

  √        transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

            identification, documentation, research

            preservation, protection 

           promotion, enhancement

            revitalization

(ii)
How have the concerned States Parties safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words



 Official safeguarding measures by or support for such activities by States Parties in general do not exist. Here and there a few small museums or in most cases private collectors of remnants exist. Typically radio amateurs like to collect Morse code keys.

Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

  √        transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

              identification, documentation, research

              preservation, protection

              promotion, enhancement

              revitalization

3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed

This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element.



(i)
What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not to exceed 750 words



The application of Morse code over the period of more than 170 years by all countries does not contain any political, religious or ethnic connection.  Therefore one can not  expect any objection to the proposed inscription and the following safeguarding measures.

Morse code should not and can not be reactivated for those former applications. But it would make sense to document the history and stories of these forms of communication. It would be helpful to countries in their efforts, if individuals, groups or institutions are able to make reference to an official, favourable recognition by UNESCO. Simply an inclusion in the “Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage” would draw attention, and would have a positive influence in this matter. In as much as UNESCO might additionally play an advisory role to safeguard this worldwide heritage, is of secondary importance.

Morse code signalling in commercial communications has today almost completely disappeared. With that decline a lot of equipment has also been discarded. The professionals, in general were not very sensitive as to the disappearance of Morse code.  So there are only few remnants left of Morse code signalling from  the early days. There is a need to document everything from this era of Morse code communication and keep it for posterity. The documentation is likely to be stored in written form with the help of todays modern digital storage facilities. There is a strong need in finding, collecting and safeguarding  of artifacts in the hands of people and societies from many countries. Official authorities should be asked as soon as possible and be briefed in detail to look for relevant material. The ideal situation would have every country have a place for all this information at a suitable facility, as for example a museum.  

List of items to look for:

-
Training curriculum for Morse code

-
Events where Morse code played a major role


-
Objects which involved Morse code like paper strips with Morse code, telegram forms,

            certificates of  competence and more

-
Genuine acoustic records of Morse code signalling


-
Morse code practice in the maritime mobile service and the many various procedures

-
Equipment used in the Morse code era like Morse code keys and more



(ii)
How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not to exceed 250 words



Inscription in the Representative List is the first necessary step to raise awareness on this intangible cultural heritage. Actual safeguarding measures will have to be elaborated within each State Party (this possibly with the general assistance by an “Ad Hoc Expert Group” established by UNESCO.

Many countries will be interested to support safeguarding activities since many important events also had to do with Morse code in its history.

Here are some examples:

   -   In 1832 the first Morse code transmission via telegraph landline was performed in the      

       USA by its inventor Samuel Finley Morse; (USA)

   -   Beginning in 1895 Guglielmo Marconi demonstrated the practical usefulness of the Morse      

       code via radio waves; (Italy)

   -  The catastrophe of the sinking of the ocean liner “Titanic” in 1912; (England)

   -  The message when in 1871 the missing explorer Dr. Livingstone was found and this news     

        was sent via Morse code to the whole world; (Tanzania)

   -  The life saving Morse code communication between the Russian polar explorers caught       

        on a drifting floe of ice in the northern polar sea; (Russia)

   -  During World War II the 500 kHz distress frequency was respected by all countries.  
       There were cases of Morse code communications for solely humanitarian purposes         

       when for  example Germany contacted the enemy on this frequency; (Germany)

  -   When in 1947 the raft “Kon-Tiki” drifted through the South Pacific, communication with the 
      outside world was only possible applying Morse code via radio; (Norway)


(iii)
How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not to exceed 250 words



Safeguarding measures hardly exist. In many countries associations of radio operators exist. The International Amateur Radio Union has member societies in almost every country. Therefore appropriate parties for safeguarding measures will be present  in all applying countries, but the process has not started because of little public awareness.

3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding

Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.




Name of the body:

Since safeguarding programs have not started, for the time being the competent national body is the same as indicated under section E.                  

Name and title of the contact person:

Address:

Telephone number:

Fax number:

E-mail address:

Other relevant information:



4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process



For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.



4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. 

Not to exceed 500 words



Source:

International Amateur Radio Union Region 1

2011 Regional Conference – Sun City, South Africa

12 to 19 August 2011

SC11_Plenary Final plenary minutes – 17 August 2011 Page 1

Recommendation SC11_C3_16 (Paper SC11_C3_32)

To safeguard Morse Code as an Intangible Heritage.

DARC volunteered to take the necessary steps.

Proposed by DARC, seconded by NARL. Approved unanimously.

The recommendation (see above) within IARU, to safeguard Morse code as intangible heritage already includes international acceptance on a very large basis. But in several countries also other radio experts now and then point out the need for a recognition  by UNESCO  (inscription in the “Representative List”) as a valuable prerequisite for participation by various parties concerned. Especially former    maritime radio operators express such demand on a world wide internet forum.

Besides Radio Amateurs, other supporters can be found in individual countries such as maritime mobile clubs or radio historical clubs etc. 

4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. They should be provided in their original language as well as in English or French, if needed. 

Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing and what form they take. 

Not to exceed 250 words



As outlined in section 4.a. there is a wide consent in favor for an inscription of Morse code in the Representative list. To the best of knowledge Morse code will be the first intangible  cultural heritage being relevant all over the world.

4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. Indicate whether or not such practices exist, and if they do, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect. If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement on it. 

Not to exceed 250 words



When it comes to establish safeguarding measures also ITU, ICAO, IMO  should be encouraged by UNESCO to support such efforts. Any program has to pay regard to existing restrictions when publishing for example the contents of telecommunication traffic sent or received via Morse code (keywords: telegram; secrecy). Concerning equipment or transmission procedures investigated in military services one may also encounter certain restriction (keyword: cipher). If such restrictions exist they will not stop the whole program since there always are many more Morse code applications to be investigated and documented.

4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide the name, address and other contact information of community organizations or representatives, or other non-governmental organizations, that are concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.




Organization/ community:

Name and title of the contact person:

Address:

Telephone number:

Fax number:

E-mail address:

Other relevant information:



5.
 Inclusion of the element in an inventory 



For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’.

Identify the inventory in which the element has been included and the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory. Demonstrate that the inventory has been drawn up in conformity with the Convention, in particular Article 11(b) that stipulates that intangible cultural heritage shall be identified and defined ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ and Article 12 requiring that inventories be regularly updated.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Attach to the nomination form documents showing the inclusion of the element in an inventory or refer to a website presenting that inventory. 

Not to exceed 200 words





6.
Documentation 



6.a.
Appended documentation

The documentation listed below is mandatory, except for the edited video, and will be used in the process of examining and evaluating the nomination. It will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 



 10 recent photographs in high definition

 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 edited video (up to 10 minutes) (strongly encouraged for evaluation and visibility)

 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

6.b.
Principal published references

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.



The "Welttelegrafenverein" (since 1865) and its successor organization "International Telecommunication Union" adapted their rules and regulations about the usage of Morse code for international communication to the state-of-the-art. Its content is the foundation for the proposed element for the addition to the representative list. The main content matter however is the whole process of operating Morse code as a manual art over the time frame of approximately 170 years and it's different developments through time.
The following publication describes to a large extent the properties of the proposed 
element in relation to the domains manifested inArticle 2 of the Convention.

The Art and Skill of Radiotelegraphy

von William G. Pierpont, N0HFF 

A Manual For Learning, Using, Mastering And Enjoying

The International Morse Code As A Means Of Communication

http://www.qsl.net/n9bor/n0hff.htm 



7.
Signature on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)




The nomination should conclude with the original signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.




Name:

Title:

Date:

Signature:



